Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus 

Minutes of Meeting 5 May 2009 (postponed from 28 April)

Present

Julie Smethurst; Ruth Jones; Els Pearse; Pamela Leon; John Spence; Sally Turnbull; Kate Reece; Jenny Swann; Janet Bower; Helen Kirk; Richard Salt; Dan Spicer; Margaret Brugger; Frazer Jarvis.

1. Apologies

Jim Monach; Sue Pennington; Angela Argenzio; .

2. Minutes of 11th March meeting – with a correction re the Hire library - were signed.

3. Matters Arising

i) Hire library: meeting to take place at Kate Wilson’s during May: Els with Peter Quarrell plus Jim and Sally.

ii) Choir music bags: Helen showed samples of one used by the CBSC and a cotton bag for life; she will have a stand before rehearsal to establish interest from the Chorus.

4. Membership Matters

i) minimum attendance requirements

Julie, John & Darius met to discuss how best to implement these. John to liaise with section reps who will speak informally to members in danger of being short of rehearsal time. Section reps have been circulated with details of the scheme and have agreed to it.   

ii) soprano re-auditions

Darius to write and sign all post-audition letters though John will facilitate this electronically. Ruth and Julie also to have input into wording of letters to those who do not get through.  Darius will give individual feedback if requested, though this will not be an “appeals procedure”. There will be the option of singing in the next concert for members who will be leaving. 

Following discussion of ideas such as a waiting list for new sopranos, Darius’s wish to continue to audition potential new sopranos as they apply was accepted.

iii) honorary life membership: Waiting to hear from Sue Morton and Pamela Grayson; Miriam was planning to retire; Tony Pickles likely to be absent for some time; Darius writing to Brian Jones.

iv) new folders: John had enough old ones to last for the immediate future; Pamela to investigate further possibilities for new ones.

v) computerization of chorus records: The “Single User” version of the software to be purchased by the Chorus at a cost of approximately £299.  John to computerise Chorus records over the summer.

5. Relationships with New Choirs

Julie circulated a report ahead of the meeting detailing progress with the plan to involve Sheffield Music Academy (SMA)in the Christmas Concert. A sub-committee set up to co-ordinate the project. John Grundy (SMA), Martin Thiselton (SMA), Darius, Jenny, Ruth, John.  Julie to facilitate contact between these people.

It was noted that feedback from both chorus and audience members was that the Carol Concert should be a bit longer in order to represent value for money, particularly as this concert has the highest ticket prices of  the season.  Inclusion of the Academy choir should help with this.  Julie to check with Darius if we should be doing anything about the idea of Ian MacMillan writing something for the concert to be interspersed with local carol arrangements by Darius.

Dan reported that Mary Heyler, Head of Sheffield Music Services, was establishing a citywide Music Strategy, and he had informed her SPC would like to be a stakeholder in this.  He would continue as our link with this project.

Ruth had circulated details of a concert by the University Singers’ Society this coming Saturday.  Links with them might be useful for the future if anyone was able to go.

6. Financial Matters

i) outstanding subscriptions: 1 still outstanding; noted that in future we needed to flag up the surcharge for late payment, including on the website, in the New Members’ Handbook and when notice is given that subs are due.

ii) financial arrangements with The Halle: details still awaited.  Payment by SIV of our invoice for the Ballroom concert was still awaited, which almost balances what we probably owe SIV as our contribution to Elijah – Pamela will monitor this situation.  NB payment has been received since the meeting. 
iii) possible additional payments to music director in absence of accompanist. 

Darius has suggested this is not necessary, and the Committee accepted this.

7. Weddings & “Small” Concerts: Julie will report back following a meeting with Rachel Copley on 6th May.

8. Chorus Publicity

i) Photographs: Agreed we needed some “professional” ones for publicity purposes.  If possible these should be taken on 29 May so there was some urgency involved.  Members to suggest possible photographers to Ruth in the next week.

ii)  Brochure: Following discussion, agreed we needed to retain a “presence” in the community, in addition to the website.  For next season, we will have an a5 flier for each concert with information about the Chorus on the other side.  The present brochure to be discontinued.
9. AOB

i) open forum

Date is 12th May. Julie has already received some questions but will accept more.  One related to whether we should self-promote a concert next season as our schedule looked a bit thin.

ii) Bill Smillie’s book: Agreed £6 was a very reasonable price, and that we should have a good stock printed as there was potential to sell beyond the Chorus’s 75th anniversary and the current singing membership – e.g. Honorary members, friends, etc. Membership lists (an early one, intermediate one and current one) were a good idea.

iii) new members booklet: Not necessary to have a handbook for the whole Chorus as the website can meet the need to disseminate information.  Angela to be asked to amend future copies to include the surcharge for late payment of subs.

iv) 75th anniversary: Agreed we wanted some kind of event to mark this, possibly a musical one.  Ruth to seek suggestions from the full membership.

v) Subject to agreement from Darius, Rachel Copley had agreed to direct concerts for Firbeck church (14 November 2009), and in aid of Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice (4 December 2009 at Herringthorpe church).

vi) Women’s concert dress: Sally to use a mannequin to demonstrate how sashes to be worn. This will be on display for the 2 Tuesdays leading up to the concert.
vii) Angela was arranging a Chorus family picnic in Endcliffe Park.

viii) Accompanist: Andy had informed Julie he had accepted a new job on Tuesday evenings, though would like to retain his link with the Chorus, and was discussing future possibilities with Darius.  Julie to check with Darius what action we need to take in light of this.

10. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 2nd June, 7 p.m., University Arms

