Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus 

Minutes of Meeting 11th March 2009

Present

Julie Smethurst; Ruth Jones; Els Pierce; Pamela Leon; John Spence; Kate Reece; Angela Argenzio; Sue Pennington; Jenny Swann; Jim Monach; Janet Bower; Sally Turnbull; Dan Spicer; Frazer Jarvis.

1. Apologies

Richard Salt; Helen Kirk; Margaret Brugger.

2. Minutes of 20th January meeting were signed.

3. Matters Arising (from previous 2 meetings) not covered by the agenda
i) Piano. This issue left to be decided by the family

ii) Publicity. We are already in several free publications including Sheff. Telegraph listings. Morrison’s free community notice board is another idea.

iii) Hire Library. Currently in Kate Wilson’s cellar. Els, Sally, Jim to talk with Peter Quarrel about progressing this  initiative. Important to ensure that only materials which are suitable are offered for hire.

iv) Music bags. Helen is still looking. The samples she has already obtained are not suitable.

4. Membership Matters

i) Minimum attendance requirements. The policy is already agreed. Implementation has caused some problems and a number of concerns have been raised via emails. Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that Julie will facilitate a meeting to include John & Darius. 

ii) Soprano re-auditions. John, Julie, Ruth & Darius have discussed guidelines for these. The dates have now been agreed. John will write the letters after Julie has also agreed the wording. Ruth will ask Darius to keep back the sopranos for 5 minutes at the end of a rehearsal to talk about the re-auditions.

iii) Honorary memberships. Dan Gordon & Hilary Perry have accepted. It will be offered to Pamela Grayson & Sue Morton.

iv) New Folders. Only 2 left. John is working on it.

v) Computerization of records. Darius circulated a report ahead of the meeting. This is available on file. General approval. Additional point- barcode reader approx. £100.

5. Relationships with youth choirs.

There has been little positive response from the music service despite initial enthusiasm. Dan will continue to try for further contact.

Jenny mailed to named heads of music at 10 schools. No replies. She will follow up with phone calls.

Jenny, Julie & Angela are visiting the Music Academy on Saturday.

6. Financial Matters

i) We have sent £60 to the Victoria Hall

ii) We have received £30 from Longshaw

iii) 8 members have yet to pay their subscriptions. Pamela has written to them.

iv) We are likely to have incurred a loss on the Elijah concert. This discussion deferred to the next meeting when we will have more information.

v) “retainer” for people on leave of absence. No decision taken on how to manage it.

7. Weddings & “Small” Concerts.

The committee recognises the amount of goodwill involved in these ventures, most of all from Rachel. Julie to speak to her.

8. 2009-2010 Season - Dates of Main Concerts
Fri. Nov.   27th  2009 
City Hall

Haydn Creation

Sat. Dec   12th  2009
City Hall

Christmas Concert

Sun April 18th  2010
Birmingham

Jenkins The Armed Man 

Sat  May  8th    2010
City Hall

Brahms German Requiem

A possible concert for Bluebell Wood in December

9. AOB
i) It was agreed to have an Open Forum before the summer break. Choice of semi-chorus members could be one of the items for discussion.

ii) Ruth suggested we should arrange for professional publicity photographs to be taken this season. Agreed.

iii) Julie received feedback from audience members about non-compliance with uniform rules and sloppy stand /sits. These things to be made clearer before next concert.

iv) Decided against sponsorship of tickets for minority groups. Currently we are targeting younger people and there are already significant concessions available for them.

v) Ruth to check figures for ticket sales for our concerts as compared to those for purely orchestral concerts.

10. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 28th April at The University Arms.  

