Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus 

Minutes of Meeting 27th November 2008

Present

Julie Smethurst; Ruth Jones; John Spence; Pamela Leon; Kate Reece; Sue Pennington; Jim Monach; Jenny Swann; Helen Kirk; Dan Spicer; Margaret Brugger.

1. Apologies

Els Pearce; Janet Bower; Angela Argenzio; Sally Turnbull; Richard Salt.

Pamela was thanked for hosting the meeting. Margaret and Dan were welcomed. Sue was thanked for the AGM minutes.

2. Minutes

were signed.

3. Matters arising

None not covered in the agenda.

4. Finance

i) There may be a piano available to us either to receive as a gift or to buy. Agreed in principle to progress with fact finding.

ii) Agreed a donation of £100 to the Victoria Hall.

iii) Pam does not provide new standing order forms but she does provide gift aid forms for new members.

iv) There was a lengthy discussion about the principle of charging a retainer fee for members wishing to take a year out but remain members. Julie will draft out a policy, seek Darius’ view then circulate via e-mail. She will include a protocol so that committee members can indicate their approval without the matter being returned to committee. 

5. Membership

John summarised his substantial report, available on file. Agreed:-

i) There should be a finite time by which potential new members should take an audition and sing in concerts. After no more than 10 rehearsals is the target though there could be exceptions.

ii) There should be a guest signing-in list. Sally to arrange.

iii) Hilary Perry to be offered honorary membership. Julie to write.

iv) John will produce a list of those members eligible to sing at a concert based upon their rehearsal attendance record. The list to be available at the last rehearsal before a concert.

v) There was discussion about how members with mobility problems could be aided at City Hall concerts. John to continue to work with people at an individual level.

vi) There are only 4 folders left. John to source samples of new ones. Plain black. Budget of £200. Members to buy them from John at £5.

vii) There are plans for computerization of members’ records. It is intended to issue membership cards with a barcode. A barcode reader will be available at rehearsals and concerts to enable speedy and accurate signing in. The new system will run concurrently with the old until the end of this season. Some database information will be accessible to committee members on a read-only secure section of the website. John to present a feasibility report to the next meeting including costs.

viii) Julie, Ruth, John & Darius have been discussing the issue of the soprano re-auditions. Julie will draft out a briefing note for the website based on their discussions. Potential new sopranos auditioned recently have had to reach the new standard before being accepted.

6. Publicity

i) The City Hall is producing fliers for the season of ballroom concerts. We will not do our own.

ii) We will do fliers for the other main Spring concerts. Elijah on one side, Nelson Mass on the other. 5,000 total. Cost approx £275.

iii) Next season we will have fewer of the brochures.

iv) Kate to look into the possibility of having material inserted into a Sheffield free newspaper/ magazine.

iv) At a recent visit to Radio Sheffield Julie discussed the chorus with a producer. Interest was shown in the idea of a feature.

7. Education & Outreach
i) Jenny, Dan & Ruth to look at ideas for working with young people. They will follow up on contacts already made eg with Sheffield Music Service. In principle would like to offer a youth choir a spot in the Christmas concert of 2010.

ii) Singing workshops for potential new tenors & basses to run for 8 weeks from 13th January. Sue to announce next week. Jenny to put notice into Sheffield Telegraph nearer the time.

iii) Maggie’s sessions later in the season to be used for working with small groups of singers. John to organise with Darius.

8. Future concerts. 2009/10 season

Likely choral concerts in the main City Hall season are in November & May plus the Christmas concert. No Messiah is planned.

Possible Arena concert for Raymond Gubby in November.

Barlow festival Sat 16th May open air singathon for some members.

Barlow festival Last night of the proms Sat 6th June again for some members. Ruth to check that Darius is happy about these last 2 items.

Other possibilities are being discussed.

An invitation received for individual members to sing Messiah in Trier (Germany) 2-5th July 09 as part of Handel’s anniversary celebrations.

All arrangements ready to roll for concert in aid of Allan and Anne Lacey, former members now working in Uganda – date to be fixed with venue and Rachel for sometime next year.

9. Role of President

Tony Pickles has resigned from this role – at his request, no formal announcement to be made.  Decided to let this role lapse.

10. Race for Life
Agreed it would be good to do this or a similar event every couple of years or so.

11. Concert Repertoire
i) A number of e-mails and other feedback have been received following the last concert. Specifically some audience members were disappointed in the short length of the concert, (9.10pm finish.) Others have requested a less serious Christmas concert especially as there are often children present. 

ii) The copyright issue was deferred

12.Website
Peter Quarrel is taking over the hire library which will be advertised on the website. He is in discussion with Frazer.

13. Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 13th January 09.

14. AOB

i) Our music stand has been lost by the City Hall. (Probably thrown away as it was broken) No action to be taken.

ii) We have been offered a fee for singing at Longshaw. Agreed to ask for £100.

iii)
Helen is looking into the possibility of offering music bags for members to buy. Black.

