Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus

Minutes of 78th Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 11th November 2014 at 7.00pm
King Edward VII School

139 members present

1. Apologies for Absence
Veronica Sullivan; Julian Sullivan; Ian Owers; Peter Miles; Dorothy Plant; Janet Beddus; Angela Plank; Anne Adams; Dawn Teare; Andrea Watts; Rebecca Hutten; Alison Foster; David Hartley; Howard Dore; Donald Watts; Dick Williams; Matthew Morgan.     

2. Minutes of AGM of 2013 were signed.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

Julie Smethurst reported that the rehearsal venue choice is still under revue.

4. Annual Reports for 2013-2014 (previously circulated)

i) Chairman’s report No comments or questions
ii) Administrator’s Report No comments or questions. Janet Bower was thanked for her tireless work behind the scenes. 
iii) Librarian’s Report  No comments or questions. Els Pearse was thanked for her work during a complicated season. 
iv)  Membership Officer’s Report  John Spence apologised for the lack of a written report. It will be available shortly when his IT problem has been completely resolved.  John was thanked for his work particularly for the provision of singing lists and seating plans.  
v) New Members' Officer. No comments or questions. Julie thanked Sally Turnbull for her work as an ambassador for the chorus. Section reps were also thanked for their contribution towards welcoming new members.
vi) Marketing & Publicity. No report as the position has been vacant. Peter Quarrell was thanked for continuing with his caretaker role, and Peter Miles for continuing to provide top standard graphics for Chorus publicity. 
vii) Social Events Report No comments or questions. Helen Kirk was thanked for organising events, cards, flowers & gifts and for arranging 2 events for Friends.
viii) Education, Outreach & Recruitment Report  No comments or questions. Paul Maddox was thanked for organising the workshops. Chris Wiltshire was thanked for leading the workshops.
ix) Finance Officer’s Report No comments or questions. Angela Argenzio confirmed that she will soon be requesting members to complete new gift aid forms so that the information remains current. She was warmly thanked for her efficiency and for her report which included a budget for next year. Angela recommended that the subscription remain the same as last year at £120 with a £36 concessionary rate. 

The Annual Report, including the subscription rate, was adopted unanimously, proposed by Jim Monach, seconded by John Harvey. All committee members and officers were thanked including those standing down. The band of helpers who contribute in many other ways to the running of the chorus was also thanked.

5. Election of Officers &  Members’ Representatives for the Committee
Officers




Members’ Representatives

Chairman


Julie Smethurst

Paul Duffield

Chorus Administrator

Janet Bower


Anne Adams

Finance officer

Angela Argenzio

Steve Terry

Membership Officer
 
John Spence


Victor Brookes

New Members’ Officer
Sally Turnbull


Joanne Briddock

Marketing & Publicity

Anu Adebajo  


Nigel Wright





Paul Bedwell

Librarian


Els Pearse




Social Events Officer

Helen Kirk






Education & Outreach 
Vacant



Minutes Secretary

Sue Pennington

Recruitment Officer

Vacant

6. Appointment of Independent Examiner
Richard Pike was thanked for his work and he agreed to continue

7. Chairman’s Remarks
New blood for the committee will be required during the next couple of years as Julie Smethurst, Janet Bower and Angela Argenzio are all looking to stand down. Graham Dawson has indicated that he is willing to shadow Angela's job this season.

There is an increasing need for the chorus to be run in a professional manner. This could necessitate more roles being shared perhaps by small teams. It could be that non-singing managers are required.

There is also a need for the Friends to be better nurtured and their number increased as their contribution is significant.

Julie reminded members of the need for music homework as required and also to ensure punctuality at rehearsals.

The meeting closed at 7.30pm.

