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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE SEASON 2006/2007

GENERAL SECRETARYS' REPORT

After a long and very demanding season in 2005/06, the past season has been more about consolidation.

For the first time for many years the Chorus did not have an autumn concert, and this was a matter of great concern to Darius and the committee. However, with Simon Webb now planning the Philharmonic Series - see also Ruth Jones' report below - we hope that this situation won't arise again. To give some focus to the autumn, the Chorus mounted an open Singing Day at the Victoria Hall in October, with three hours of rehearsal, followed by refreshments and then a free hour-long concert to finish.

The Christmas concert was with the Halle, with Sarah Walker of Radio 3 as host. Then in March 2007 Darius conducted the Chorus and Manchester Camerata in Orff's Carmina Burana and Vaughan Williams' Toward the Unknown Region;  the Chorus had not sung the VW piece for many years and it proved enjoyable and rewarding.  In April Darius again conducted us, in a concert of Baroque music with the Northern Sinfonia. The main choral work was Handel's Dixit Dominus, which was technically a tremendous challenge for such a big choir, but the programme also included Zadok and Vivaldi's Gloria, two works which are always hugely enjoyable to sing. For about 100 members the season ended in May with a very successful performance of Elgar's The Apostles in Leeds, with David Hill and the RLPO, once again by kind invitation of Leeds Philharmonic Chorus.

In April, about 44 members paid a short trip to Bochum in Germany, returning the visit of the Bochum Choir to Sheffield the previous summer. In a packed few days they rehearsed Mozart's Requiem quite intensively with the Bochum choir, sang it in a performance conducted by Wayne Marshall, did some sight-seeing and enjoyed the hospitality of their German hosts. 

In December members also sang once again at St Luke's Carol Service in Sheffield Cathedral, always a rather special occasion, and also in Tickhill Parish Church, with a party afterwards at Janet and Jeff  Bower's home; Rachel Copley conducted on both these occasions. For the second year running, about 20 members also sang carols at Sheffield Train Station as a fund-raiser for Heart Research UK., raising £371 - an enjoyably different event!

In December the Chorus regretfully said goodbye to Daniel Gordon, our exceptionally able accompanist for about ten years.  Between them, Darius and Daniel have raised our sights very considerably over these years, and made it a very exciting time to be in the Chorus. In most seasons we have had one or two concerts away from Sheffield in addition to our City Hall programme; many of them have been memorable events and in addition there have been several recording sessions. Now however, that pattern seems to have ended, at least for the time being, reminding us that we're in a competitive and ever-changing market and that we have no automatic right to perform, but must continue to look for new opportunities. For the present, our programme is centred in Sheffield.

In January Greg Smith was appointed as Daniel's successor, after auditions for four short-listed pianists, and quickly proved a great asset to the Chorus both as accompanist and assistant conductor, but unfortunately did not feel able to renew his contract at the end of the season due to his other commitments. Our current accompanist is Andrew Booth from Chesterfield.

Stephen Knight  
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 TREASURER'S REPORT

Pamela Leon's report will be issued separately, and will be available at the AGM.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Membership

The numbers to date are 176. 12 members have resigned during the last season. Sadly Sue Edwards (2nd Soprano) died in August. 

Others who left are -

1st Sopranos - Cynthia Lovejoy. 2nd Sopranos - Jane Williamson and Rosemary Kirkman.

2nd Al;to - Helen Sparks.

1st Tenor - Andrew Hart.

2nd Tenors - Christopher van den Bos and Peter Davies, who has been offered Honorary Membership.

1st Basses - Paul Scott, Alan Lacey, Simon Walker and Peter Walters.

New Members

Seven members have joined the Chorus since last September and five have returned after absence - Cynthia Lovejoy, Kate Platts, Rachel Rowlands, Catherine Oram and Terry Byrne. Numbers are made up as follows -

1st Sopranos - 2, 2nd Sopranos - 1, 1st Altos - 6, 2nd Altos - 1, 1st Basses - 1, 2nd Basses - 1

Current Membership

1st Sopranos - 40, 2nd Sopranos - 34, 1st Altos - 27, 2nd Altos - 20, 1st Tenors - 8, 2nd Tenors - 10, 

1st basses - 19, 2nd Basses - 18 (176).

5 members are taking time out this season and 8 are presumed to have left after long absences, leaving 176 available to sing in concerts.

The Chorus has plenty of sopranos, but still needs more altos, tenors and basses. Please all do your best to find and interest new recruits, even if they cannot easily read music.

All new recruits can be auditioned when they feel ready. The next auditions will be on November 10th, including some re-auditions.

Attendance at Concerts

May I remind members that they undertake to sing in all concerts and should attend at least three quarters of rehearsals for each  concert. Please make concert dates a priority and let me know well in advance if you are unable to take part. In the event of illness or other emergency please telephone me before 11am or inform a chorus member, so that I can adjust the seating.  Also, please remember to bring folders and scarves. Finally, many thanks for your support, messages and co-operation over seating arrangements. Please continue to inform me of changes of address and illness of members. I would like to wish you all a very enjoyable season.

Miriam Gilchrist, Hon membership Secretary                           Tel 0114 2304351.      

PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR'S REPORT

We are very fortunate to have Simon Webb in post, programming the International Concert Season at the City Hall, and I have enjoyed meeting with Simon this year. He is very positive about and supportive of the role of the Chorus in the concerts season. Our future in his hands looks a lot more secure than it has done.

I have also made links with the marketing department of the City Hall, the staff of which have also been very co-operative regarding mail-outs and ticket offers. I hope that in future Simon, Sara Unwin and I will be able to work with them on targeted marketing and publicity.

With the recent changes that have occurred at the City Hall in the past year or so, we are in a much better position than of past years. Our challenge as a Chorus is to ensure that we continue to be thought worthy of inclusion in the concert season and beyond, which will be as a result of each one of us striving to reach the highest possible standard of musicianship and professionalism.

Ruth Jones 

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

My grateful thanks to my friends in the choir who have helped me with the handing out and return of scores and lifting of heavy boxes. Providing 180 scores and keeping tabs on them is a challenging exercise!

Please return music at the next rehearsal following the concert. If you are not at this rehearsal give the music to a fellow singer, or post it to my house. The committee has agreed a charge of £5 for late return of music, and replacement cost if the score is lost or we have already had to pay out for a replacement score.

Thank you to Kate Wilson, who now holds the SPC Music Library.

Making our SPC music available for hire to other societies has not so far been possible as we are yet to find a volunteer. This could be a source of income to the choir and I do have information to guide a volunteer. Please consider putting yourself forward. Perhaps a newly retired person with some time on their hands?

Hilary Bingham

SOCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT

Last season's social events included a successful "bring and share"  between the rehearsal and the concert on our Open Rehearsal at the Victoria Hall. Thank you to all for being so generous.

We also had our traditional mince pies and sherry during the interval of our Carols concert. Janet Bower's Christmas cake was raffled as ever and was a great help to fund-raise for the refreshments, making the event completely self-financing. Thank you to Janet for her wonderful gift.

This year, we started with our coffee and tea night at St Andrew's on the 10th of September.

We plan to repeat both of last year's events but also organise a quiz night (in March) and a bigger social event at the end of the season.

Angela Argenzio

THE COMMITTEE, AND THE RUNNING OF THE CHORUS

The committee met seven times over the season and has worked hard to keep things running smoothly, but also to think about strategies for the future. Two clear targets have come from the discussions of a small working group - firstly to try to raise the profile of the Chorus in Sheffield and the region, and secondly to take much more seriously the need to recruit new members; both of these are things which all members can help with. 

Every season we acknowledge with real thanks the help that non-committee members give in many ways, particularly Frazer and Matthew, who maintain and develop our website and John Spence who runs the Chorus database, but also many others. 

At the AGM I shall stand down as General Secretary after eight years, and I welcome Ruth Jones very warmly as my successor; she is willing to double this job with her present role as Programme Co-ordinator. Kate Reece is willing to stand as Publicity Secretary, which is also a very welcome move.

The other officers are  willing to continue, if re-elected, as are three of the ordinary members. They are -

Chairman - Julie Smethurst                                                Members eligible for two more years -

Treasurer - Pamela Leon



         Sally Turnbull


Membership Secretary - Miriam Gilchrist 

         Jim Monach


Librarian - Hilary Bingham



         


Social Secetary - Angela Argenzio


         Member eligible for one more year -  
 

Minutes Secretary - Sue Pennington


         Jenny Swann


It's been a privilege for me to be so involved with the Chorus over such a busy and exciting time. I have  greatly appreciated the commitment of all those on and off the committee who do the work behind the scenes, and keep the show on the road. It's been fun as well as hard work, and I've very much enjoyed working with them and also with you, the members - thank you all for your patience and tolerance.    

Stephen Knight

General Secretary
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